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ABSTRACT

Napoleon Bonaparte once said that four hostile mpapers are more to be feared than a thousand bagone
There is no denying the fact that newspapers arestinoolmasters of the common man. Once appeareduirth Estate,
it gives credence to what is being portrayed. Thage of anything depends to a great extent on hsabeing framed by
the Fourth Estate. The fourth Estate might havéaa khat favors using one frame over another. Wegipriority to one
kind of story. This is what we called Framing. Ireagappearing on Fourth Estate create stereotypa&sammunities
hold this prism in their minds and view everythaggordingly. It is pertinent to know that what typeframes Fourth
Estate gave to Muslims because Fourth Estate rmability to control, interpret and filter informiain. Fourth Estate has
the potency to choose very selectively what wdrtiilsl and should not know about any happening.drbad objective
was to investigate the quantum and characterizatibiuslims and Muslim related issues and concartiitahe image of

Muslim community in the mainstream English daitiéndia during the BJP and Congress regimes in2tfécentury.

The study adopted content analysis as the researthodology to study the framing of Muslims in retagam
English dailies of India. When Muslim related caritevas analyzed during Congress and BJP regimesad found that
all the selected newspapers consistently in twizrdifit periods of times were statistically sigrfit, means they gave
more negative coverage to Muslim related news agpeoed to positive coverage. It was also found finass during BJP
Regime was more statistically significant than presiring Congress Regime. The researcher suggeses d theory
Savior theory of Fourth Estate. There is no denyirgyfact that a number of theories proved thatiméds the power to
do miracles. Now the researcher propounds this théo request media to take charge of saving theonties of India
especially Muslim minority, which is the victiminfolerance. So that people get rid of the hatregiast the Muslim

minority.
KEYWORDS:Media, Muslims, India, Framing, and Content-Anadysi
INTRODUCTION

Muslims are the second largest constituent of hutyatslam, the religion of Muslims is the secoratdest
religion in India with 14.2 % of the country’s tbfzopulation. (Census, 2011).

Impact Factor(JCC): 3.7985 - This article can be dowabtied fromwww.impactjournals.us




[ 34 Mujeeb Liyakat

The current census population of Muslims is moentthe 21 century’s first census that witnessed the Muslims

are India’s largest religious minority with offitha constituting 13.4% of the country’s populatiq@ensus, 2001).

The 2001 census is reinforced by the Sachar (2086)states that in India, Muslims constituting gezond

largest religious group and thus there is no demntlie fact that they are the largest religious miipo

In contemporary times, the world is engulfed bydhanedia determinism and no discussion on the Jurgen

Habermas’s public sphere is complete unless ihtpkito account the role of media in framing consesf the citizens.

In the present study, an attempt has been maddutty ghe “Fourth Estate Framing of Muslims in

21%Century: A Critical Analysis of four leading Indian Newspapers during Congress and BJP Regimes”.

The broad categories examined were: news contéotographs, editorials, articles/features and rette the
editor, appearing in four leading English newspapaf India from first June 2004 to 3December 2007 (Congress
regime) and from first June 2014 to®Tecember 2017(BJP regime).

The researcher has already done his doctoratei®iotfic. The sample period of study then was 12802 and
2007. Now the researcher wants to take into accien? months of 2014, whole 2015, 2016 and 20liAvestigate the
portrayal of Muslims in contemporary times when plogver is in the hands of BJP and compare it withohths of 2004,
whole 2005, 2006 and 2007 when the power was ilanels of Congress.

Congress governments and BJP governments Primestitisitake charge in May 2004 and May 2014. The

month was same. So, the researcher starts higchsg.f. first June 2004 and first June 2014.

The fourth Estate might have a bias that givesepeeice of using one frame over another. It hapthency to

give priority to one kind of story. (Huang, 2005).
Rationale

Before Godhra Carnage Year, India was ofi Bfhk on Press Freedom Index and post Godhra,stomal28.
From that very day, it never comes with two digits2005, India was on 1#&ank and now in 2017, it gets 136ank.
India slipped three places in the 2017 World PrEssedom rankings to 1%6among 180 countries. The dismal

performance blamed on Modi’'s nationalism and gravgalf-censorship in the mainstream media. (J26tL,7).

So the researchers take the Press framing MuslimsgiBJP regime into account and compare it with Press

framing Muslims during Congress regime to see #dr&tion.

Srivastava (1991) cites the Henry Ward Beecherimofzs statement on newspapers that “they are the
schoolmasters of the common man. So the reseatieinto account the newspapers, which are coresidas the school

teachers for a common man.
LITERATURE REVIEW

Varadarajan (2010) argue that “in the English pnmdia, bias against Muslims exists as a resutioaterned
efforts of the RSS as well as because of residizaleb journalists may bring with themselves. Soewspapers were
funded by the BJP during its rule, and many joustalofficially joined the party, so their bias che understood.

Because of stereotypical images, the coveragertainly anti-Muslim at times. It is also true ththe English media does
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not always pursue and investigate most cases delamteMuslims. He added that during the riots in Hbel984,
if the English leading newspapers had reportedrthtter objectively and published the truth aboditipal complicity on
the first or the second day on their front pageaylm the Congress would have changed course mulbér emd the
brutality may have been stopped”(p.110).

Varadarajan (ibid) added that “newspapers are rumarket principles. That is definitely a consttaip.112).

Krishnamoorty (2002) argued that what is new todayhe affiliation of the media to a new philosopbfy
religious conflict, which is a negation of the lzaginets of journalism-objectivity and impartialitgny erosion of these
two values will affect the quality of media contelaiading to further conflicts and unrest. He fartdded that when the
mobs in Godhra set fire to a train carrying Kargsyaeporters of the leading Press were not suie thy arsonists were
and therefore called them “a group of persons,imab,” and ‘unidentified persons.” USA Today carridds banner
headline: 57 Killed as Muslim Mob Torches Traintihdus in Gujarat.

Said (1981) state that Fourth Estate has the yabilicontrol, interpret and filter information.dtts as an invisible
screen releasing what it wants the common man twwkand blacking out what it does not want them tmvk
He added that the Fourth Estate determines vepctsetly what people should and should not knowuabduslims.
Fourth Estate portrays it as oppressive means ahegys show Muslim women in hijab. They portraya outmoded
means they always show that Muslims are engaged hanging, beheading and stoning to death.
They portray them anti-intellectualist as showing iavolvement of Muslims in book-burning. They past them as
showing them restrictive means they discourageaaxirital affairs, gambling, and alcohol. Then tipeytray them as
extremists, backward, the cause of worldwide confiihd dangerous. He slams Western media’s alfditypot wanting
people to know that in Islam both men and womeneayeal, Islam is tough on crime, Islam stands fquadity, and
brotherhood, unity, justice, fairness. Said clattret untruth and falsehood about Islam are comgigtpropagated in the

media, in the name of objectivity, liberalism, fleen, democracy, and progress.
Objectives

The broad objective was to investigate the quardach characterization of Muslims and Muslim relaigslies

and concomitantly the image of Muslim communitghe mainstream English dailies of India.

The specific objective is to measure Muslims imagkeading dailies in proportion to overall spaddle dailies

during the sample period.

The second specific objective is to study the tohdluslim-centred content in mainstream Englishliésiof
India during the BJP and Congress regimes in tiec@dtury.

Hypotheses

In order to verify these objectives, hypothetidataments were developed. (To honor the objectiwtyich is the
pure soul of research, the researcher after remgpwvaivailable literature drafts these hypothesas)cHoosing these

hypotheses, a literature review is an inspiration.

They wereH1- Indian mainstream English dailies consistentlyimmiboth Congress regime & BJP regime gave

more negative coverage to Muslim-related contentampared to positive coverage.
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H2- During the sample period of current BJP regimejandiailies gave Muslim related topics a sufficispace

in a negative tone as compared to the decade aggesgeriod during Congress regime.
Research Methodology

The amount and kind of information presented inrtrexlia is a decisive factor that ultimately hadrapact on
the image of a community or a group perceived leygbciety. Therefore it was logical to adopt contmalysis as the

research methodology to study the framing of Muslimmainstream English dailies of India.

According to Wimmer and Dominick (1983), researealthg with newspapers is one of the first areamas$s
communication research to be developed. The inititdrest in such research came from colleges andersities.
The first issue of the Journalism Bulletin (pubéighin 1924) carried an article by William Bleyentiled “Research
Problems and Newspaper Analysis.” It presentedstadi possible research topics in journalism. Amdhgm were:
(1)-the effects of form and typography on the eas# rapidity of newspaper reading; (2)- the effe¢tsewspaper content

on circulation; and (3)- analysis of newspaper entit

Keeping in mind the nature of the topic, the reslear has applied the methodology of content argigsorder to track

down the coverage of Muslim news in mainstream Bhglailies of India.

Now it is clear that methodologically the study denducted as per the principles of content analysis
Units were decided; well-defined categories wersteyatically selected for inclusion, and coded data analysis.
The four selected newspapers were analyzed to ifuéme content related to the Muslim community idgrthe sample

periods.

The content analysis is one of the most authergigswo quantify and investigate the content ofgtiet media,
hence it is widely in use for carrying image rethtnalysis. It is essentially an organized andesyatic procedure and
according to Walizer and Wiener (1978), it is syséic procedure design to examine the contentafrteed information.
In line with the just mentioned description, fouaimstream newspapers were selected and analyzgitify the content

related to the Muslim community during the sampequs.

Berelson (1952) said that there are two categoffiesntent analysis#/hat is said? And How it is said?
The researcher has examined broadly “What is "saicdkerms of space covered in the presentatioMaslim related
content and “How it is said” in terms of what typ&tone, the mainstream English dailies of Indi@g@dd in covering

Muslim related issues.

The coding is done by the 5 research experts frooeiofgy, Psychology, Political Science, Mass
Communication and Linguistic departments of AMU.
The study made use of the quantitative methodootent analysis and analyzed the nature of cormterthree broad

qualitative dimensions i.e. positive, negative agdtral.

Positive Stories: The stories in which the issues related to Muslaffairs were projected in a positive way.
The stories/coverages of Muslims which depict dgweient and positive changes in their political,reroic and social
sector, promotion of peace and harmony, involvernirettie accords/agreement leading to peace anggnioswith other

religious communities were coded as positive.
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Negative Stories:Stories related to Muslims which reflect sociaifetrnatural and human steered deaths and
destruction, political instability, catastrophidhams and anarchy, shabby living conditions, critnarad immoral acts,

and political, economic and social intrastate antdrstate conflicts and disputes were coded aginega

Neutral Stories: The stories that carry no emphasis on either pesitir negative aspects of the Muslims
economic, political and social life were coded asatral. The natural category is not included inteés of significance in

the present study, because neutral coverage doeteady mention the emphasis on the Muslims image

The tone of the Muslim-related content coverechim newspapers was categorized into three abovedefitied
parameters. They werpositive, negative and neutral.As a first step, the space covered was measurestjuare
centimetre (not mentioned in the paper becauskeoivbrd limit boundations), and then the categtiopeof the data was
evolved, followed by its analysis into these catez using the simple but effective statistical ltod percentage.
The data so collected was presented using tablesraentage form. The tone and representationeafi¢fvs in terms of its
response evoking quality were examined for thenjtzive analysis.

The Selected Newspapers and Sample Size

The four mainstream English dailies of India seddcior the study were- The Times of India, Hindostémes,
The Hindu and The Indian Express. Also, the secgndaurces-official Government data, reports atetdture review
were included to support the study.
The study under investigation has taken followjegrs into account viz. Seven months of 2004 arid 20e.f. June, the
full years 2005, 2006,2007, 2015, 2016 and 2017.

English daily newspapers were taken as the univlersehe present study because of the fact thatEglish
newspapers in India were growing both in influeme® popularity. The distinguishing feature of tkading English
newspapers is their “serious” aspect. The Englisivapapers in India were also well established andyzed both in
technical competence and editorial performancetheg stand comparison with the best of the newsgapethe world.
(Murthy, 2000).

The present study has taken only Delhi editionthassample because of ease and access to thesgapeves
Every issue of The Times of India, Hindustan TimBlse Hindu and The Indian Express published insdu@ple period
was taken for close scrutiny with the help of ceniswguiry.

Every printed material that falls under the desigdaategories related to Muslims published inftinen of news
stories, photographs, editorials, articles/featuand letters to the editor was identified, categgui and included for

analysis. The length and breadth of the column wesasured for the quantitative analysis.

The total area covered under the selected defiatstjories and measured as part of the quantitatiagysis. For
the present study, the researcher uses the fototalaMuslim related issues divided by total aréa@wvspaper multiplied
by hundred. The researcher has avoided numberooiga of news, photographs, editorials, articleglfees and letters to
the editor, because the size of these categorigesvand there was no fixed space allotted to @nth@ mentioned

categories that is why the researcher took iteredasea wise measurement.
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Test of Significance

In the present study, z-test was applied to findtha significant differences. Z-test was preferbetause the

sample size was more than 30. (University of Laarg2000).
The researcher used three levels of significarigeifeant, highly significant and insignificant.

Significant: When the negative projection of Muslims was gre#iten greater than positive projection. In a

statistical test, when z-calculated was more thtabnlated value i.e. 1.64.

Insignificant: When the difference between negative and posiitébute was same, or a minor difference
found, but this difference was seen to be stasilyicot significant. In the statistical test, whewalculated was less than

z-tabulated value i.e. 1.64.

Highly Significant: When the extreme projection of Muslims was foundhie mainstream English dailies of

India when the z-calculated value exceeds 8.
OBSERVATIONS

Table 1: Image of Muslims in Four Mainstream Englii Newspapers of India During the Sample Period

Including News, Photographs, Letters to Editor, Aricles/Features and Editorials

From First June, 2004 to 31 December, 2007 From First June, 2014 to 31 December, 2017
Newspapers
+ - N T + - N T
TOI 0.5 1.6 0.4 2.5 0.5 3.7 0.2 3.9
HT 0.5 1.9 0.5 2.9 0.6 3.1 0.4 4.1
TH 0.8 1.8 0.4 3.0 0.7 2.6 0.5 3.8
IE 0.8 1.4 0.5 2.7 0.8 2.1 0.3 3.2

(Statistical Technique = Percentage)

+ = Positive coverage of Muslims - = Negative cager of Muslims
N = Neutral Coverage of Muslims T = Total Coverage of Muslims
TOI = The Times of India HT = Hindustan Times

TH = The Hindu IE = The Indian Express

The table-1 represents the coverage of Muslim®im fmainstream English dailies of India: The Tinoédndia
(TOI), Hindustan Times (HT), The Hindu (TH) and Thelian Express (IE). The data in the table-1 iatés the total
coverage (T), positive coverage (+), negative cager(-) and the neutral coverage (N) of Muslimseagaled when the
data was analysed fronf' Dune 2004 to 31December 2007and™1June 2014 to 31December, 20170of all the four

selected newspapers.

It is pertinent to point out here that the total@@ge related to Muslim issues and consequendiy tmage
projection was being calculated by measuring a#t tiews in the selected newspapers, using the fartotdl
Muslim-related news, photographs, editorials, lsifeatures and letters to editor, divided byltogws, photographs,

editorials, articles/features and letters to thitoedpublished in the newspapers, multiplied bydned.
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Table 2: Significance Level of Overall Image of Mu#ms in Four Mainstream English Dailies of India Duing

the Sample Years Including News, Photographs, Lette to Editor, Articles/Features and Editorials

Periods P1 | P2 | Z-cal | Z-tab | Significance
Congress Regimg  0.60 0.283 6.1 1.64 Significant
BJP Regime 0.73] 0.17 10.00 1.64 Highly Significant

P1=Proportion of Negative image of Muslims

P2=Proportion of positive image of Muslims

Z-cal= Calculated value of Test of Significance for diffece of Proportions
Z-tab= Tabulated value from the standard normal tablé/ate&vel of Significance
Are 1.64 for one-tailed z-test.

Significant= Negative projection of Muslims was greater thasifA@ projection.

Highly Significant= Extreme negative projection of Muslims was foundriainstream English dailies of India

because it exceeds 8.

With the application of z-test, the following resutas emerged. To describe results from the table-2
in the Congress regime, the Z-calculated value @d®6, it was more than the Z-tabulated value thsatli64.
So, it was significant. This means that negativggmtion of Muslim related issues in four mainstneBnglish dailies of
India during Congress regime was more than thetipegorojection. It was also clear from the tabl¢hat the negative
tone towards the Muslims image was 0.60, more thanpositive image 0.23. The analysis of the dateals that the
alternative hypothesis ‘H1’ was true, in case ddj@ction of negative dimension related to Muslisuiss in the selected

mainstream English newspapers.

The table-2 also reveals that during the BJP regithe image of Muslims was highly significant
(Z-calculated value was 10.00), it means that $kaes related to Muslims were more in a negatine.tThe table-2 also
reveals that the negative tone towards the Mustilmge was 0.73, more than the positive image whies @&.17.

Here again, alternative hypothesis ‘H1’ was acadpte

This means that first hypothesis ‘H1’ i.e. “Indiamainstream English dailies consistently over twifedént
periods of times gave more negative coverage tdiMuglated issues as compared to positive covénags completely

accepted.

It was also verified from the table-2, that durlBdP regime, Indian mainstream English dailies gaeee space
to Muslim-related topics in a negative tone as cama@ to Congress regime..Hence, alternative hypistHel2’ i.e.
“during BJP Regime, Indian mainstream English dailjave Muslim-related topics a sufficient space negative tone as

compared to a decade ago during Congress Reginseaeepted.
CONCLUSIONS

The present study reflects some glaring facts attwuimedia portrayal of Muslims in India. When Morstelated
content was analyzed during Congress and BJP rsgiimeas found that all the selected newspapensistently in two

different periods of times were statistically sfigant, means they gave more negative coverageuslim related news as
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compared to positive coverage. It was also fouad fihess during BJP Regime was more statisticajhificant than press

during Congress Regime.

These four sample newspapers are believed to irduthe thinking of both the common man and thegutlite.

These newspapers stand out as India’s quality phestng a wide appeal, particularly among the atkdt and the young.

The data analyzed point out clearly that these $aunple newspapers gave extreme negative projeotibtuslim-related

content.

PROPOUNDMENT OF THEORY

The researcher suggests here a th&awjor theory of Fourth Estat&here is no denying the fact that a number

of theories proved that media has the power to olaaes. Now the researcher propounds this themrgquest media to

take charge of saving the minorities of India esglcMuslim minority, which is the victim of int@rance. So that people

get rid of the hatred against the Muslim minority.
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